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Smart Specialisation for SDGs – key messages 

Europe is rethinking the economic growth – towards ‘growth 

with values’, within the planetary boundaries and leaving no 

one behind 

We committed to the Global Agenda - a huge collective effort 

needed at different territorial levels and throughout the 

policy spectrum 

Smart Specialisation Strategies for SDGs are localised 

Science, Technology and Innovation Roadmaps to fasten 

progress, they are already being adopted and we know how 

to help 



How Smart Specialisation can help deliver SDGs  

New principles 

 

New definition of innovation 

 

Duality of directionality 
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Sectorial – medium-term 

Holistic – long-term 

Horizon 2020 

Innovation is no longer considered only as a means to achieve 

economic growth but also to find solutions to societal and 

environmental challenges. This new type of innovation will be a 

basis for a different type of competitive advantage and creation 

of markets to upscale new green technologies and solutions.  

• Greater inclusivity 

• Forward-looking  

     orientation  

• Rethinking the process 

and our methodology 

• Policy coherence 



Smart Specialisation for SDGs - foundations 

From practice 

 

26 cases in Europe and beyond 

through science 

 
Smart Specialisation, 

Sustainable 
Development Goals 
and Environmental 

Commons 
Conceptual and Analytical Framework 

in the Context of EU Policy 

and cooperation 

 

Towards the next 
Generation of Smart 

Specialisation.  
Theoretical and Conceptual 
Framework for Sustainable 

Smart Specialisation 
Strategies 

World Bank OECD UNIDO TIPC UNESCO UNCTAD UN DESA 

to piloted methodology 

 

Ukraine Tunisia Serbia 

EU pilot 
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