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Contribution
• The SDGs are one of the few internationally agreed-upon set of objectives aiming to achieve
economic development for all, that is both socially inclusive and within the ecological boundaries
of the earth’s capacity to sustain human activity.
• In the last years, there have been several approaches that try to shape STI policies towards the
SDGs (mission-oriented approaches, roadmaps, transitions/transformations and S3). Less effort
has been made in trying to understand what works and how to evaluate the efficacy of different
approaches. I think this is an amazing contribution on that regard.

‘We are seriously off-track’ UN chief António Guterres

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/Overview/

SDG targets
• Within regions, societal priorities
differ markedly with economic
status. In future versions would it
be possible to compare these
results with policy makers (and
society) to have a different view
on priorities?
• Page 44 - “A wide relative gap
with EU leaders does not
necessarily mean a worrying
situation in absolute terms”.
SDG12 and SDG13 are worst for
high income countries. Should the
frontier be the world level?
Page 50

SDG research
• ”Our results show that approach made
a large difference, with little overlap in
publications retrieved by the two
approaches.” (Armitage et al. 2020)
• You use a vocabulary that is openly
available. J
• We need to be very careful in applying
this kind of approaches because we
can incentivise universities in very weird
ways
(https://www.timeshighereducation.com/rankings/impact/2021/genderequality#!/page/0/length/25/sort_by/rank/sort_order/asc/cols/undefined)

Synergies and trade-offs
• Would it be possible to identify
areas where Serbia STI actors
have good capabilities, and have
the potential to contribute to
several SDGs? Would this be a
potential way to prioritise
resources?
• About trade-offs. Developments in
some SDGs (e.g. SDG8) might do
harm to other SDGs (e.g. SDG13).
Should this be taken into
consideration in your analysis?
How?

Policy Implications
• SDGs 1, 5, 10 and 16 have no
potential direct impact of S3
priorities and very few “indirect”.
This is an important finding.
• There are certain societal
challenges for which STI incentives
might do very little.
• Therefore, beyond knowing which
are the major challenges and
which are the main STI capabilities,
we also need to think about the
marginal contribution that specific
STI areas might have on certain
SDGs. Any ideas how to do it?

Questions
1. Given that different demographics have different perceived societal (SDG)
challenges, should we base STI priorities based on indicators (frontier - world vs
EU), policy reports, opinions?
2. Are there any pernicious incentives in shifting research evaluation from number of
publications/citations to publications related to societal challenges?
3. How to make use of SDGs synergies and trade-offs for policy design?
4. The development of STI capabilities might not help to achieve certain societal
challenges (e.g. SDGs 1, 10, 16). How to think about the marginal contribution of
certain SDG related research to a certain challenge?
5. Firm innovation is not very well captured in your empirical analysis (~patents). Is it
possible to look at trade data? Survey data? What else?
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