
#vdLCommission

The European Commission 
and the SDGs

Carlos Berrozpe García

European Commission (DG INTPA)

November 2021



Political Guidelines of Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen (‘VdL’)



Mission Letters

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/sites/comm-cwt2019/files/commissioner_mission_letters/mission-letter-urpilainen-2019-2024_en.pdf


#vdLCommission

The European Green Deal



European Green Deal Communication

• “The Green Deal is an integral part of this Commission’s 
strategy to implement the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda and the
sustainable development goals, and the other priorities 
announced in President von der Leyen’s political guidelines”. 

• “As part of the Green Deal, the Commission will refocus the 
European Semester process of macroeconomic coordination to 
integrate the United Nations’ sustainable development goals, 
to put sustainability and the well-being of citizens at the centre of 
economic policy, and the sustainable development goals at the 
heart of the EU’s policymaking and action”. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf


#vdLCommission

The European Semester cycle 
and Eurostat annual reports on 
SDGs



European Semester and the SDGs

• Starting from 2010, European Semester is annual integrated 
surveillance cycle for the coordination of Member States’ 
economic, employment and social policies, and to address 
imbalances and other challenges. Has also increasingly covered 
environmental issues. 

• VdL Commission from November 2019 put the SDGs at the 
heart of EU’s policy making. Semester process adapted 
accordingly to explicitly integrate the SDGs. 

• Eurostat’s Annual Monitoring Report on Progress towards the 
SDGs will be used to inform the work of the European Semester.



Eurostat annual reports on SDGs
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Commission Work Programmes
under VdL (2020 and 2021)



An Union that strives for more - and SDGs

“Our compass will be the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. In this spirit, we will put the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals at the heart of our policymaking.

They will guide our work across all sectors, both in our internal and
external action, and will show our commitment to sustainable
development at home and abroad.

As part of this, we will refocus the European Semester by integrating
the Sustainable Development Goals and put forward our approach
to the overall governance and implementation of the goals”



Narrative on SDG: our compass, at the heart of our policymaking, guide our work across all sectors

Commission Work Programme 

The Commission Work Programme and its priorities

An economy that works for people 

A Europe fit for the digital age A European Green Deal

Promoting our European way of 
life A stronger Europe in the world 

A new push for European 
democracy

Headine ambitions of the Commission: political priorities

An economy that works for people 

A new push for European democracy

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar%3A7ae642ea-4340-11ea-b81b-01aa75ed71a1.0002.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
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“Delivering on the UN’s SDGs – A 
comprehensive approach” –
Commission SWD(2020) 400



“Delivering on the UN’s SDGs – A 
comprehensive approach” – Commission 2020
• It highlights how the headline ambitions of the Commission 

contribute to the SDGs in a concrete manner. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/delivering_on_uns_sustainable_development_goals_staff_working_document_en.pdf


CLIMATE 
ACTION

CONSUMPTION 
& PRODUCTION

ENVIRONMENT 
PROTECTION

FINANCING

European Green Deal

• European Climate 
Law (Q1,2020)

• European Climate 
Pact (Q3,2020)

• The 2030 Climate 
Target Plan 
(Q3,2020)

• New EU Strategy 
on Adaptation to 
Climate Change 
(Q4,2020)

• New EU Forest 
Strategy 
(Q4,2020)

• Circular Economy 
Action Plan 
(Q1,2020)

• Consumer 
empowerment for 
the green 
transition 
(Q4,2020)

• Farm to Fork 
Strategy 
(Q1,2020)

• EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 
2030 (Q1,2020)

• 8th 
Environmental 
Action 
Programme 
(Q2,2020)

• Chemicals 
strategy for 
sustainability 
(Q3,2020)

• European Green 
Deal Investment 
Plan (Q1,2020)

• Just Transition 
Fund (Q1,2020)

• Renewed 
Sustainable 
Finance Strategy 
(Q3,2020)

ENERGY & 
MOBILITY

• Strategy for 
smart sector 
integration 
(Q2,2020)

• Renovation wave 
(Q3,2020)

• Offshore 
renewable 
energy 
(Q4,2020)

• Strategy for 
sustainable and 
smart mobility 
(Q4,2020)

An example of how a 
leading COM/VdL priority 
contributes across the 
SDGs

“The Green Deal is an 
integral part of this 
Commission’s strategy to 
implement the UN 2030 
Agenda and the SDGs”  



Delivering on the UN’s SDGs – A 
comprehensive approach” – Commission 2020
• In the Commission, implementation of the SDGs is being taken forward 

holistically, through internal and external actions, focusing on delivering concrete 
actions that will bring tangible progress in a range of areas. 

• The Commission seeks policy coherence for sustainable development. This 
includes promoting a whole-of-government approach - and ensuring political 
oversight and coordination efforts and at all levels, from global to local, for SDG 
implementation, taking into account the interlinkages between the SDGs. 



Delivering on the UN’s SDGs – A 
comprehensive approach” – Commission 2020

• Through its external action, the document underlines the Commission’s 
commitment to contributing to the implementation of the SDGs globally. 

• Externally, the Commission’s reporting tools allow to report each project 
and programme against several SDGs (including the principal SDG and other 
relevant interlinked SDGs). 

• With regard to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission highlights the 
importance of the SDGs providing us with an opportunity to build back better 
together. The EU will act together with its MS, plus European development 
banks, as Team Europe. 

• The Commission calls for a global recovery initiative, linking investment 
and debt relief to the SDGs. The purpose is to ensure a green, digital, just 
and resilient recovery which brings countries closer to achieving the SDGs. 
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Better Regulation 2021: 

Integrating the SDGs



Communication « Better Regulation: Joining 
forces to make better laws »

• Communication on Better Laws (29 April 2021) 

• New Better Regulation Guidelines (3 November 2021)

• Imminently: revised BR Toolbox, including new tool#19 on SDGs. 



New Better Regulation Guidelines 
(3 November 2011)

• Key concepts and principles
• A comprehensive approach: covering all relevant economic, social and environmental impacts. 
• A coherent approach: consistency with high-level and long-term policy objectives, by incorporating the SDGs

• Impact assessments
• The Commission’s impact assessment system follows an integrated approach that assesses the environmental, 

social and economic impacts of a range of policy options thereby mainstreaming sustainability into Union policy-
making and the implementation of the SDGs.

• Key questions: impacts: The analysis will involve identifying relevant SDGs and – if feasible – how the initiative 
contributes to their implementation.

• Final IA report must contain: assessment of the impacts on the relevant SDGs. 
• Legislative initiatives.

• The explanatory memorandum will include a summary of the IA process, including: Assessment of the 
contribution to progress towards relevant SDGs

• Evaluations
• Expected outcomes: Wherever possible, it should include a reference to the SDGs that the intervention aimed to 

address
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Main activities on the external 
implementation of the SDGs



Main aspects of the new Consensus on development

Address cross-cutting
elements

Integrate
systematically the 

social, economic and 
environmental
dimensions of 

sustainable
development

Address the crucial 
nexus

with external policies

Migration      Security 

Humanitarian Climate

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/european-consensus-on-development-final-20170626_en.pdf


Implementing the Consensus

Coordinate better between EU 
institutions and Member States,
more joint programming

Work with all stakeholders to 
make a difference

Think beyond ODA: domestic
resources, private sector
investment, sound policies

Differentiated better tailored
partnerships with a broader range of 
partner countries

Focus on results and 
development effectiveness

Ensure Policy Coherence for 
Sustainable Development



New EU instrument for cooperation 2021-2027

• Regulation (EU) 2021/947 establishing the Neighbourhood, 
Development and International Cooperation Instrument – Global 
Europe

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/947/oj


Main areas of action on SDGs in DG INTPA: the ‘SDG clock’

Overarching EU 
implementation 
of SDGs

Integrating SDGs 
ahead of reporting 
(strategic upstream 
documents, NDICI, 
programming, Team 
Europe, etc.)

Ensuring DG INTPA 
tools can track and 
show the 
implementation of 
SDGs (incl. results, 
reporting)

Global 
dimension of 
SDG 
implementation 
(UN, HLPF, etc.)

EU commitment 
on multilateralism

Commission prioritiesDG INTPA priorities

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/en_strategy_on_strengthening_the_eus_contribution_to_rules-based_multilateralism.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/delivering_on_uns_sustainable_development_goals_staff_working_document_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/our-work_en


SDG reporting in development cooperation policy

• Consistent with the OECD, the EU system for financial reporting includes a new SDG field. 
It allows for multiple SDGs, in a qualitative manner, to show interlinkages between SDGs.  

• The integration of SDGs in the design of our external actions and reporting is now
supported by an electronic tool, the SDG mapper, developed by the JRC for INTPA 
based on its KnowSDGs platform. It will now be used across the Commission for Better
Regulation purposes. It is open to stakeholders (registered in EU log in). 



The SDG Mapper tool
(https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sdgmapper)

https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sdgmapper/


Thank you for your attention

Commission (SG) https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/international-strategies/sustainable-development-
goals_en
DG INTPA https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/sustainable-development-goals_en
JRC https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
SDG mapperhttps://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sdgmapper/
Eurostat https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/sustainable-development-goals_en
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/sustainable-development-goals_en
https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sdgmapper/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi

