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Smart Specialization 

Smart Specialization Platform: 
 

 Since 2011 supporting Member States & 
Regions to design and implement their 
S3 by identifying a limited number of 
R&D and industrial activities with high 
innovation potential. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Objectives of S2E 

Stairway to Excellence (S2E) Initiative: 
 Pilot Project funded by the European Parliament  
 Initiated in October 2014 (Launching Conference in Prague) 

 
Objectives: 
 The provision of assistance to Member States and Regions to 

enhance the value of these two EU funding sources for R&I by 
promoting their combination (2015/2016: focus on EU13).  

 Stimulating the early and effective implementation of national and 
regional Smart Specialisation Strategies. 
 

Stakeholders Involvement: 
 COM services (JRC, REGIO, RTD, ENER, CNECT, GROW) and other 

European Institutions (EP, CoR, EIT) 
 Stakeholders' Representatives (EARTO, EBN, ERRIN, KICs) 
 Regions and Member States (S3P network, S2E National events) 
 FP / H2020 Network (NCP, regional networks, innovation agencies) 



National S2E Events 
• A better understanding of the national innovation ecosystem 

• Raising awareness of the actions needed to enable synergies 

• Sharing experiences in combining different EU funds 

 

The events are open to national and regional MAs, NCPs, national authorities in charge of 

RIS3, selected experts and representatives from business and research organisations. 

Slovenia          (April 2016) 

Estonia            (March 2016) 

Czech Republic (March 2016) 

Lithuania         (October 2015) 

Malta               (July 2015) 

Slovakia           (June 2015) 

Latvia              (April 2015) 

Croatia             (March 2015) 

Forthcoming Events: Hungary, Romania, 

Bulgaria, Cyprus 



Eye@RIS3 
 

• Research & Innovation Capabilities 
• Business Areas & Target Market  
• EU Priority  



Stairway to Excellence (S2E) Initiative 

Economic Rationale 
 Structure of R&I Investment at the European Level (GBAORD) across 

public/private division and geographical composition 
 New Role of ESIF in supporting broad intangibles investments 
 Leverage effect of EC R&I funding by matching programmes with: 

 (apparently) different objectives – efficiency and effectiveness of 
R&I investments 

 different management of the programmes. ESIF supports 
catching-up MSs & regions more competitive in spatially blind & 
excellence-based H2020 calls. 

 different support to innovation life cycle. Beyond a stronger 
innovation generation capacity (upstream activities), there is 
room for increasing innovation absorption capacity (downstream 
activities) in the context of past R&I projects. 

 
Legal Novelties 
 Synergies under the new MFF 2014-2020 (COM Guide on Synergies, 

spring 2014)   
 



General macro-economic indicators 

Source: Compiled and calculated by using Eurostat 2013  
* EU13 aggregate not available in EUROSTAT  
** R&D personnel refer to the number of full time equivalent R&D personnel.  
***Unemployment uses latest available figures for 2013 age group 15 years and over.  
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Funding Distribution of 7th FP and SFs 
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S2E Web 





1. Consensus for Better 
Coordination & New 
Opportunities 
2. Upstream activities 
3. Downstream activities 
4. The Way Forward 



Thank you! 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu 
 

JRC-IPTS-S3PLATFORM@ec.europa.eu 

 
JRC-IPTS-S2E@ec.europa.eu 
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