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JRC is strengthening its role of 
independent data-broker by 
collecting and analysing     
data about: 

SG Projects (2014) 

SG Laboratories (2015) 

Distribution System (2016) 



Technological 
and regulatory 

maturity  

Emerging 
business models 

Market 
solutions 

The SG landscape changes rapidly.  

The Smart Grid Project Outlook 2016 focuses 

on the path: from innovation to deployment. 



SG Outlook 2016 – quick takes 



Top investors: 
DE, UK, FR (€2.3 
€ Bn total) 

 

When 
normalised by 
capita or MWh, 
SI and DK are 
leading in 
investments 

 

 

 

Geographical SG projects distribution 



 975 projects: 58% R&D 

 €5.1 billion: 65 % Demonstration 

 SNM and DSM: leading applications 

 

 

 

 

 

Projects' stage of development 

 

 

 

 



MS have 
different 
interest in SG 
applications, in 
line with 
national 
circumstances. 
 

Project categories 



 DSOs are the top 
investors 

 

 New actors are 
emerging          
(e.g. 
municipalities, 
housing 
associations) 

 

 

 

 

 

Who's investing? 



Organizations and Implementation sites 

Leader Partners Implementation sites 

60% 80% 



 Private resources 
as main source of 
financing (45%) 

 EC funding: 25% 

In all countries, 
public support (EU 
and national) is  key 
for SG investments 

 

Sources of financing 



 Europe is among the world leaders in smart grid investments 
 

 SG solutions will only work if all the conditions are right (technology, 
regulation, consumers, business value, etc) 
 

 Increasing degree of cross-border interaction and synergies among new 
and emerging actors  
 

 Need to investigate and test systemic  integration of different solutions 
under real-life conditions and their interaction with end-users 
 

 Importance of public funding to support the smart grid R&D and 
demonstration activities 
 

 Knowledge sharing and dissemination of best practices is key to 
accelerate SG deployment.  

 

Main messages 



The Smart Grid Projects 
database is constantly 

updated.  
Share your project data on 

our online platform! 
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