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The need for evidence to inform policy



SCIENCE POLICY

Two Worlds in Collision



The hot-air 
balloon analogy….

Can you tell me where 
I am? I'm lost.

You are at Latitude 
50°85.03' North and 
Longitude 4°35.17'  

East. I am standing at 
100 metres above sea 

level, so you must be at 
about 120 metres.

You must be a 
scientist. I ask you 
a simple question, 

and you give me too 
much information 
and I’m still lost.

You must be a 
policymaker. You came 

out of nowhere with 
your questions, I give 
you the most accurate 
and precise answer I 

can, you’re still lost, and 
you blame me!

Source: Creating common purpose: the integration of science and policy in
Canada’s Public Service, Canadian Centre for Management Development, 2002
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Classic policy cycle is a 

concept only

Source: John Young, Overseas 
Development Institute
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We work daily in the reality.  

Classic policy cycle is a concept only



JRC's Mission

Mission: 

"As the science and knowledge service of the Commission our 

mission is to support EU policies with independent evidence 

throughout the whole policy cycle."



DG JRC Facts and Figures

• 6 geographic locations

• Around 3000 staff, including PhDs and visiting scientists

• 42 lаrge-scale research facilities, more than 110 online 
databases

• More than 100 economical, bio-physical and nuclear models

• Focus on the priorities of the Commission 

• Work for more than 20 policy Departments

• Expertise in a wide range of areas from economic and financial
analysis through to energy and transport, health, environment
and nuclear safeguards



Inclusiveness. Access to 
JRC scientific facilities
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DG JRC laboratories



Dealing with the Deluge

Image Source: IEEE

Knowledge Centres

Competence Centres

Country-based 
knowledge

Structuring 
knowledge both 
thematically and 
geographically





Competence Centres
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Combining Competences 



• 40-50% of JRC publications belong to the top 25% most cited 

publications

• Up to 23% belong to the top 10% most cited publications 

• Up to 3% belong to the top 1% most cited publications

DG JRC Scientific Excellence



DG JRC Thematic Priority Nexus
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Collaboration Agreements, Memoranda 
of Understanding, Letters of Intent…

Scientific networks

Partnering in H2020 calls

Joint work in research, publications and 
events 

Exchange of information and data

…but no transfer or money possible!

Strategic partnerships



Examples of JRC collaborations

Access to research infrastructures 

Monitoring

Policy mix

Priorities

Vision

Governance

Analysis

RIS3

R&I strategies for 
Smart Specialisation

JRC trainings & collaborative 
doctoral partnerships

JRC support to 
macro-regional strategies





Thematic sessions

1
The Smart Specialisation
approach

2
Agriculture and food security

3
Disaster Risk Management



JRC Science Hub:  ec.europa.eu/jrc

Twitter: @EU_ScienceHub 

Facebook: EU Science Hub - Joint Research Centre

LinkedIn: Joint Research Centre

YouTube: EU Science Hub

Stay in touch


