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Economic importance of tourism

Spin-off benefits:
• preservation of cultural 

heritage
• improved infrastructure
• local community facilitates
• stronger awareness of 

European citizenship
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Tourism in the European Union
Source: WTTC, 2017

Economic benefits: 
income, employment, investment and exports
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Signing organisations
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Recognition of the initiative by the European Union institutions
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➢Competitiveness

➢Digitalisation

➢Good Governance

➢Joint Promotion

➢Reduce Seasonality

➢Skills &

Qualifications

➢Sustainability

➢Transport Connectivity



Joint challenges and opportunities
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Good Governance
14. Ensure systematic involvement of tourism’s private-sector stakeholders as well as 

tourism authorities at all levels of governance.

16. Facilitate access to smart and sustainable EU funding for tourism stakeholders in 
relation to growth and job creation. 

Sustainability
33. Economic and operational sustainability: ensure EU financial support for long and 

mid-term tourism initiatives on the European level covering the whole value chain. 
Ensure fair benefit from tourism for businesses in origin and destination markets, 
including for local communities and those who work in the sector.
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Eduardo Santander

Executive Director, European Travel Commission 

Chairman of the European Tourism Manifesto for 
Growth and Jobs
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