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How S3P supports regions? 



European Commission aims to… 

• support the development and enhancement of European eco-systems for 

interregional collaboration based on areas of smart specialisation. 

• facilitate the exchange of experience, mutual learning and cooperation to 

achieve better matching of business entities with research, as well as innovation 

actors with their business counterparts. 

• prepare guidance material on the role of regional authorities in co-creating and 

developing European value chains in key smart specialisation niches.  
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Envisaged stages of the workflow 

Learn: interregional knowledge building 

 'Expression of interest' to propose a theme and a candidate lead-

region 

 Joint identification of cooperation areas within the broader priority 

domains, in perspective of co-investment. 

Connect: key stakeholder search and matching 

 Consolidation of this scoping note and establishment of a work plan 

with a coalition of regions 

 matchmaking between the relevant actors to identify co-investment 

projects (an action plan for 1 year) 

Demonstrate: support to deployment of innovative products/ 

services 

 Preparing fundable projects and business plans  

 Developing investment projects 

 Operationalisation of Joint Demonstration  

Upscale: financing, communication, documentation and 
knowledge management 



Smart Specialisation Thematic Platforms 

Thematic platforms fostering 
interregional collaborations 
along specific S3 priorities for 
the realization of joint 
investment projects in 3 key 
areas: 
 
• Agri-food 
• Energy 
• Industrial modernization  
 
 
 



Why in industrial modernisation? 

Among the over 1300 S3 priorities 
21% are linked to key enabling 
technologies, 16% are health, 12% 
are digital agenda related priorities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking at the 205 regions that have 
encoded priorities 68% of these regions 
have at least one priority related to key 
enabling technologies, 58% to digital 
agenda. 



S3P - Industrial Modernization 

In summary as of today: 

 

 11 qualified partnerships 

 65 regional and national 
authorities participating 

 18 lead regions – that are 
composing together with 
DGs involved the Steering 
Committee  

 Steering Committee 
governing the thematic 
platform  
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S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (1/3) 
 



S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (2/3) 
 



S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (3/3) 
 



Support mechanisms 



Interaction with DIH - 3 examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
• Photonics 
• SMEs to the Industry 4.0  
• Digitalisation and safety in tourism 

 
 



Photonics (already in the catalogue of the DIHs) 

The goal with this S3 partnership is to 

identify and position the European 

photonic clusters that have unique and 

valuable propositions, capabilities 

and capacities in the various supply and 

value chains for the various 

commercial application fields. 

Intending to "build a global “end-to-end 

ecosystem” of researchers, chip 

designers, foundries, corporates, 

investors and soft/hardware 

developers." 





SMEs to the Industry 4.0  

For Industry 4.0 paradigm, the digital 

transformation is the one of the most 

important business trends. To be 

successful, the digital transformation has 

to involve not just single companies, but 

all the partners across the extended 

value chain, including Digital Innovation 

Hubs. The digitalisation should allow 

partners along the supply chain: 

 to improve products and/or services; 

 to reduce costs; 

 to manage operations in a more 

efficient way thanks to Production 

Performance Monitoring; 

 to better stand their competition 

position (access to data and 

information useful to fasting and 

better answer to the market needs). 

 





Digitalisation and safety in tourism 

The main objective of this thematic 

area is to help to strengthen 

tourism industries in the EU, 

especially in tourism digitalisation 

and tourism safety. The main goal 

of this thematic area is to reinforce 

the regional innovation capacity to 

facilitate investments based on 

open innovation infrastructure or 

new technology by clusters in 

regional innovation ecosystems. 

The tourism regions involved will 

make a break-through in 

investments as they have 

strategically put the digitalization 

and safety in use as the key 

competitive factors.  





• Establishment of a pan-European DIH Network 

• Sharing of best practices 

• Joint projects in (possibly in H2020; Cosme, Erasmus , Interreg): 

• Robotics 

• Visualisation 

• Industrial automation 

• Industrial transformation 

• Service development 

• Match-making 

• Cross clustering 

• Secondments, exchange of people 

• Digital maturity benchmarking 

• Demonstration networks 

• Joint Voucher schemes 

Topics for DIH collaboration 
 


