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Aim of the MA training 

OBJECTIVE 1- INCREASE THE USE AND UPTAKE OF PROJECT RESULTS THAT COME OUT OF FP7 AND 
H2020 PROJECTS ALREADY FINISHED (IN PARTICULAR IN RIS3 PRIORITY AREAS) TO ACCESS 
VALUE CHAINS AND INVESTMENTS 
 
Module 1: How can ESIF MA become more active throughout the different H2020 
programming phases? Which are the advantages? The added value of bringing the 
territorial dimension to H2020 
 
Potential content 
• General structure and aim of H2020 
• Understanding the H2020 programming cycle 
• Sources of information on H2020 
• Which are the relevant mechanisms to liaise between key managing bodies  



H2020 programming cycle 

Work 
Programme 
definition 

Launching 
of call  

Proposal 
design and 
submission 

Evaluation 

Project 
management & 
sustainability of 

results 



1. H2020 Work programme definition 

Is EU 
programmes' 

info integrated 
into S3 

processes and 
OP?  

Has the 
complementarity 

of funding 
sources been 
considered in 
RIS3 calls?   

MA could 
contribute to 

bring 
territorial 

dimension to 
H2020 WP 

topics 

Key role of 

H2020 NCP & 
Programme 
Committee 
members 

Are MA 
aware of 

most active 
regional 
actors in 
H2020?  

Are MA 
informed 
about WP 

consultations?  



H2020 participation info 



H2020 Calls database 

Search by programme 

Search by key words 

Search by topics 



Projects database I 

Not reinventing the wheel! Projects 
have to be built on past research and 
innovation results. 
 
Exploring H2020 database to:  
- Understand the type of projects funded in a 

specific programme/field 
- Search for past projects to define ESIF calls 

or evaluate the innovation of ESIF proposals 
- Browsing projects by subject/programme 

(FP7/H2020)/country 
- Look for active organisations from your 

region 

 
Look beyond H2020 database!  
 
 
 



Success stories 



Projects database II 

Interregional cooperation projects database 
Other EU funded research and innovation project 

databases 



Policy framework and recent developments  



2. Launching of calls 

H2020 calls 

  

- Identify 
programmes/calls of most 
interest for region 

- Understand the type of 
projects funded (TRL, type 
of costs, etc) 

- Access timely info about 
submitted proposals, 
approved & funded projects 
of beneficiaries from region 

- Include reference to 
synergies activities in calls 
guidance and evaluation 

RIS3 calls (ESIF) 

 

- Do RIS3 calls consider 
synergies with H2020? How? 

- How these calls 
complement the activities 
funded under H2020?  

- Exchange and access to 
timely info about projects 

- Mechanisms that could be 
put in place (synergies label, 
seal of excellence, etc) 

- Include reference to 
synergies activities in calls 
guidance and evaluation 



2. Launching of calls 

• Alignment of ESIF calls with H2020 calls is now easier - WP are bi-annual and include 
info about calls well in advance 



2. Launching of calls 

• Information about characteristics of calls and how to 
prepare a good proposal – various sources  
 

1. H2020 Participant portal 
2. H2020 NCP Network 
3. Regional Brussels offices 
4. Others (Universities' European project offices,..) 
 
• Challenge of channelling the information to beneficiaries 

and to MA with the aim of establishing synergies with S3 
– good examples  
 

 
 
 



2. Launching of calls 

• Specific information available through H2020 NCP networks 
 



2. Launching of calls 

• Whish kind of programmes could be promoted with ESIF or national funding to increase the 
participation in H2020?  

 
Good examples from the Spanish National R&I Plan (InnoEuropa, Europa Investigación..) 
Objective: 
 Increase the participation in FP programme 
 Increase the coordination of FP proposals by Spanish organisations 
 Increase the participation of companies in FP programme 
 
Type of activities funded:  
 To create and reinforce European projects offices 
 To promote the training and qualitification of international project managers in technology 

centers c) Incorporar nuevo personal altamente cualificado a la Oficina de Proyectos 
Europeos. 

 To introduce improvements in project management systems 
 To increase the participation in national and european networks and platforms  
 To increase the collaboration with national and international organisations in the FP  
 To boost the participation of spanish companies in european projects 
 Other activities that contribute to the objectives  



3. Proposal design and submission 

• Good examples of creating mechanisms to operationalise synergies between H2020 and 
ESIF calls 



4. Evaluation  

• The relevance, impact and sustainability of project results are important evaluation 
sections – Added value of linking H2020 proposals with territorial dimension 

 
The way in which proposals contribute to RIS3 and could support the RIS3 selected 
priorities is important.  
 
Liaising with ESIF MA to ensure the contribution to RIS3 of H2020 proposals and to 
explore the funding of complementary activities within RIS3 calls 

 
• ESIF Calls with international evaluators – is this an option? Pros and cons 
 
• H2020 NCP and MA liaison to share information about submitted proposals from regional 

actors and inform about proposals above threshold for potential ESIF funding 
 
 

 
 
 
 



4. Evaluation  

• Could RIS3 call for proposals consider synergies aspects within their evaluation criteria?  
 
o Is the added value at European level considered in the evaluation?  
o Is the fact of having submitted the proposal to H2020/other EU calls considered? 
o Is the international dimension of the proposal evaluated?  
o Is the complementarity for other EU activities evaluated?  
o Is the leverage effect of the proposal to access EU networks or proposals evaluated?   
 
• Good examples of ESIF calls considering some of these aspects in evaluation grid 
…see Basque Country example 
…see Spanish National Plan example 
 
 

 
 
 



4. Evaluation  

 

Evaluation criteria of call: 
 
1. Alignment with RIS3 

priorities of the Basque 
Country 

2. Integration of the proposal 
with H2020 programme 
 



Discussion questions - Session 1.1 

• What are the most important training needs demanded by ESIF MA/RIS3 agencies 
regarding H2020 programme cycle? 
 

• Which skills/capacities would be most valued by ESIF MA/RIS3? 
 

• Which are the mechanisms implemented by your region that have proved to be 
successful? 
 

• Which are the unexploited possibilities that ESIF MA can use to support the success of 
beneficiaries in H2020 while increasing RIS3 impact? 
 

• There are other actors supporting the access of beneficiaries to H2020 (NCPs, Brussels 
offices, European project offices, etc); Which is the unique support and added value 
that ESIF MA can contribute with? 

 
   
 



1.2 Instruments for the uptake of FP7/H2020 
results 

 
Module 2: Uptaking FP7 and H2020 projects results 
 
Potential content 
• Collaboration with H2020 NCPs. Specialisation by areas/programmes 
• Ways for sharing information about approved projects and those above 

thresholds. Databases, regular ministry reports on H2020 returns by 
entity/type of projects/areas 

• Collaboration in collecting interest domains from experts at the regional 
level to draft H2020 work programme topics 

• Thematic studies of RTD and CNECT 
• Designing innovative support tools in ESIF operational programmes 

promoting up-take of research results  



H2020 NCP Network and organisation 

As the NCPs are national structures, the type and level of services offered may differ 
from country to country. In general, the following basic services are available in 
accordance with the NCP Guiding Principles doc agreed by all countries: 
 
•  Guidance on choosing relevant H2020 topics and types of action 
•  Advice on administrative procedures and contractual issues 
•  Training and assistance on proposal writing 
•  Distribution of documentation (forms, guidelines, manuals etc.) 
•  Assistance in partner search 
 
Thematic organisation of H2020 NCP 
 
 
 



NCP Network by themes 

Access to finance 

European Research Council 

FET 

Marie-Sklodowska Curie 

Infrastructures 

ICT 

NMP 

Space 

Health 

Food security 

Transport 

Climate Action 

Societies 

Security 

Euratom 

JRC 

Spreading excellence and 

widening participation 

Science with and for society 



H2020 NCP and MA coordination 
mechanisms 

Spanish R&I Network – interesting mechanism of multi-level governance coordination 
 
The network is funded with ESIF and is a meeting point of spanish regional and national 
administrations to improve the innovation capacity of Spain. It is integrated by the Ministry of 
Economy and Ministry of Public Administration, and all spanish regional representatives, as well 
as the EC.  
 
The aim of the network is to become a coordinating space for R&I initiatives at different 
government levels, and improve the use of ESIF.  
 
- To avoid the overlapping in the definition of programmes and use of resources 
- To increase the cooperation and dialogue of different administration levels 
- To generate synergies between of actions in support of innovation 
- To propose forms to improve the use of programmes co-financed by ERDF 
- To propose priority areas and/or sectors 
 



Sharing H2020/ESIF information 



Sharing H2020/ESIF information 

• The EDP is an inclusive and interactive bottom-up process in which participants 
from different environments (policy, business, academia, etc) are discovering and 
producing information about potential new activities, identifying potential 
opportunities that emerge through this interaction, while policymakers assess 
outcomes and ways to facilitate the realisation of this potential. 

 
• The EDP pursues the integration of entrepreneurial knowledge fragmented and 

distributed over many sites and organisations, companies, universities, clients and 
users, specialised suppliers (some of these entities being located outside of the 
region) through the building of connections and partnerships. 
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Uptake of project results 

Considering synergies at 3 different project phases in approaching MA and H2020 NCPs: 
 
1. During submission stage- seeking for advice on what type of complementary activities 

could be funded under ESIF (if any)  
 
2. During project implementation- sharing mid-term outcomes/research outcomes/activities 

and linking them to the RIS3 activities and working group 
 
3. Once the project completed- sharing project results, lessons learnt, recommendations, 

etc 
 
Reflect on how H2020 running projects with regional stakeholders could contribute to RIS3 
implementation – increasing impact of R&I funding  
  
 



Discussion questions - Session 1.2 

• Which are the difficulties that regions/countries face in the uptake of 
FP7/H2020 results? 

 
• How to reflect about integrating in RIS3 the results and experience of 

H2020 projects to increase the impact? 
 

• Is there an opportunity to use ESIF in higher TRLs (early product validation 
and testing, etc)? 
 

• How can the regions integrate the project uptake in the RIS3? Do you have 
interesting experiences from your region/country? 
 

• Which type of training material would be welcome by ESIF MA/RIS3 
agencies in FP7/H2020 project uptake? 
 
 
 


