
The European Commission’s science  
and knowledge service 

Joint Research Centre 



Collaboration Opportunities and Synergies  
between RIS3 and EIT-RIS 

Nida Kamil Özbolat,  

JRC.B3 Territorial Development 

Ljubljana, 20th of March 2018 

 

Nida-Kamil.OZBOLAT@ec.europa.eu  

Stairway to Excellence (S2E) 

mailto:Nida-Kamil.OZBOLAT@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Nida-Kamil.OZBOLAT@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Nida-Kamil.OZBOLAT@ec.europa.eu


JRC.B3 Territorial Development: S3 activities 



Targeted support to S3 implementation 

 
Four complementary JRC activities 
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Funding context: Mapping EU Regions (1) 



• Higher R&I intensity and 

H2020 dominance over 

ESIF 

• Higher R&I intensity and 

ESIF dominance over 

H2020 

• Lower R&I intensity and 

ESIF dominance over 

H2020 

• Lower R&I intensity and 

H2020 dominance over 

ESIF  

 

 

Funding context: Mapping EU Regions (2) 



How to Address Innovation divide:  

Structural Funds VS H2020 

H2020 Contribution (PC/year) ESIF R&I Contribution (PC/Year) 



Main issues hampering optimal 
capture of H2020 funding 

Quality of governance 
 
• Need for more participatory (RIS3) governance 
• Administrative, legal and technical issues 
• Structural bottlenecks in the R&I ecosystem 
• Coordination problems 
 

Capacity building 
 
• Lack of qualified human resources 
• Lack of business sector innovation capabilities and 
weak innovative entrepreneurship 
• Lack of openness, weak integration in EU networks 
• Lack of infrastructure 
 

Innovation 
 
• Weak links between academia/PROs and business 
• Limited use of available funding for R&I  
• Limited use of research infrastructures 

Projects in place to address these issues 

Targeted Support to Territorial 

Development in a RIS3 context 

 
Enhance regional capacity - Lagging Regions 

 
• Support implementation of RIS3 
• Support EDP capacity and RIS3 governance 
• Develop human resources and mobility 
 

 

Access H2020  - Stairway to Excellence Project 
 

• Train MAs to build capacities for to access H2020 
• Collaboration between regions and EIT KICs (Regional 

Innovation Scheme) 
• Collaboration between MSs/regions & Joint Undertakings 
 

 

Support to universities – HESS Project 
 

• Align higher education with regional economy  
• Strengthen role of education in RIS3 and regional 

innovation systems  



To support EU13 MSs and regions to develop and exploit 
synergies between EU funding sources 

Stairway to Excellence I & II (S2E): 2014-2017 

• Policy Insights: 

• #1 on "Lessons Learnt from S2E National Events"  

• #2 on "EU13 Participation in International Science"  

• National Policy Events & Joint Statements – main 

challenges and possible actions in each EU13 MS 

• National and Regional "Facts and Figures" & 

"Country Reports" for EU13 - empirical facts and 

analysis of R&I ecosystems 

• Synergy Examples - cases of combined funding 

• R&I Regional Viewer – visualisation of main economic 

and R&I indicators 

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/stairway-to-excellence  
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S2E III - Closing the innovation gap & helping achieve 
excellence in EU MS & regions (extended to EU28) 
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Main outcomes of joint event organised by 
Joint Undertakings and S2E 

Developing synergies between Joint Undertakings (JUs) and ESIF for 
optimising RIS3 implementation- Brussels 7th March 2018 

The aim was to understand 
mechanisms developed by 
JUs and regional/national 
authorities to create 
synergies between funds. 
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Developing synergies between Joint Undertakings (JUs) and ESIF 
for optimising RIS3 implementation- Brussels 07/03/2018 

Regional 
partnerships 

Synergies on 
concrete 
examples 

Access to 
international 

networks 

Concrete 
impact and 

results 

JUs public-private partnerships and RIS3 EDP processes & partnerships 
mutually beneficial  



Expectations for today 

• How can EIT-KICs contribute to implementing RIS3 at national and regional levels? 
 

• Connect ideas with money and align with RIS3 and/or EIT-RIS themes 
 

• Technical aspects of synergies: financial rules, stakeholder engagement and 
commitment. How to launch complementary regional calls, barriers, innovative models 
of collaborating…? 
 

• How to increase collaboration between industry, public sector and the research 
community? 
 

• How to increase collaboration with business? How EIT KICs can help to this 
collaboration?  
 

• Engage with the synergies between regions and EIT Climate-KIC partners 
 

• How to stimulate "lagging regions" to join EU networks? 
 

• How to support capacity building activities of regions? How to achieve more efficient 
governance systems? How to support MAs in the implementation process? 



EU Funding Landscape (Energy) 

Two types of management 
• Centralised management (by the 

European Commission) 
• Shared management between the 

Commission and Member States 
 

• More opportunities coming from 
national and private funding schemes 
 

Funds for all; 
• Capacity building (infrastructure, 

equipment, training, business support 
etc.). 

• R&D activities (TRL 1 to 4) 
• Technology development activities 

(TRL 4 to 7) 
• Business development & Access to 

market programmes (TRL 7 to 9) 



 

¡THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

 

Stairway to Excellence (S2E): 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/stairway-to-excellence 
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