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Smart Specialisation Strategies:  
present contribution to SDGs Sustainable Innovation: RIS3 priorities 

 

Priority level	

Policy objective	 N	 National	 Regional	

Bioeconomy	 85	 11	 74	

Climate change	 42	 9	 33	

Eco-Innovations	 133	 12	 121	

Resource Efficiency	 118	 21	 97	

High speed rail road system	 11	 2	 9	

Smart green & integrated transport systems	 88	 12	 76	

Sustainable agriculture	 84	 9	 75	

Sustainable energy and renewables	 166	 19	 147	

Sustainable land and water use	 70	 11	 59	

Sustainable production and consumption	 113	 17	 96	

Waste management	 53	 7	 46	
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(source: Eye@RIS3, 03/2018) 

Source: Rakhmatullin, Ruslan and Fatime Barbara Hegyi, Thematic S3 Partnerships: Working together 

towards the Global Goals. Forthcoming, 2020. 



Smart Specialisation Strategies:  
present contribution to SDGs 

Example: European Union regions 

and countries investing in priority 

domains such as cleaner 

environment, energy-efficient 

networks and low energy computing 

 
 
 
Read more: 
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/home  
Source: European Commission,  
Joint Research Centre  

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/home
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https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-development-goals 
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Towards  
Smart Specialisation Strategies for Sustainability 

New EC priorities 

The European Green Deal Stronger Europe in the World 

Including societal and environmental 

aspects in the whole S3 process, from 

design to implementation: 

 

updated methodology 

impact assessment 

monitoring indicators 

test applications 
 

 

Smart Specialisation as one of the global 

methodologies for the STI Roadmaps for SDGs 

 contribution to the UN Guidebook 

UN Background paper on methodologies 

 key strategic partner in the Global Pilot 

Programme 

Serbia as a pilot country 
 

 

 



 
Methodological developments 

 
 



STI Roadmap as defined in the UN Guidebook Smart Specialisation approach 
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6. Monitor evaluate and update plan 

The framework is stylized because the steps do not necessarily have to be in the sequence outlined since 
there can be strong interactive effects among the different steps. In addition, the framework has been 
presented as a circle because the roadmaps have to be continually updated based on the evaluation of 
what is and is not working, as well as considering new developments that may affect what is possible 
(including, the development of new technologies). That link between step 6 and the beginning of the 
cycle  is typically missing in most plans although it is critical, particularly in these times where there are 
so many changes in the global environment from trade to severe weather events, as well as the rapid 
development of new disruptive technologies. Three core inputs are critical to all the steps: stakeholder 
consultations, technical and managerial expertise and data. 
 
Figure 2.1: Process flow of six key steps in the development of STI for SDG roadmaps  

, 

         

Source: Developed by authors based on analysis of background material and selected country 
analysis 
 
In addition, it is important to take into account that there are three levels to the framework. One is the 
subnational level, since roadmaps have to be tailored to the specific local context. This is particularly 
important for large countries since this varies widely among regions with-in a country and it is important 
to aim at inclusiveness. The second is the national level, which is the main focus of this chapter. It 
assumes that this already aggregates the inputs from the subnational levels which would follow a similar 
step by step process. The third is the international level which will be developed in the next chapter.5  

                                                             
5 The international dimension is very important because there are many elements of public goods such as 
methodologies for developing STI for SDG roadmaps, technology supply, technology assistance, best practices in 
addressing particular technology deployment issues, global efforts to develop technologies appropriate for the 
needs of developing countries, global efforts to develop capacity in developing countries to deploy STI to meet 
their SDG challenges. 

Key Inputs:

-Stakeholder      
consultations

-Expertise

-Data
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Entrepreneurial discovery process 

Evidence-informed choices 



The concept of smart specialisation 

Economic potential 

Societal 
challenges 

 

SDGs 

Scientific potential 

Innovative 
potential 

Niches to 

compete on 

international 

markets 

Opportunities to 

move up the 

value chains 

Adding value to 

existing 

activities 

Create new 

solutions 



Pilot activity in Serbia 
 Global Pilot Programme S3 process so far 

WG for Agenda 2030 
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Organizational	structure	of	the	bodies	in	charge		
of	drafting	the	4S	

WG	for	Agenda	2030	

Source: Serbian Smart Specialisation Team 



Pilot activity in Serbia 
 

  
 Methodological steps: 

Assessment of national SDG framework in 

Serbia 

Statistical assessment of key challenges 

Stakeholder validation 

Scientometric analysis of the STI potential 

for SDGs 

Description of knowledge/competence gaps 

Identification of national and international 

STI networks 
  

See more here: 
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/pilot-methodology 
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Pilot activity in Serbia 
 

  
 Serbian STI for SDGs 
 networks 

Key national and international 

partners who can be mobilised to 

address SDG challenges 
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Next step in pilot activity in Serbia:  

to develop an STI for SDGs Roadmap as and Action Plan for 

Smart Specialisation Strategy 

 

Next steps in S3 for SDGs: 

To test the approach in interested EU countries and regions 

To try sectoral STI for SDG approaches 

To work with more countries in the UN Global Pilot Programme 

To cooperate with IATT on capacity building for STI for SDGs 

To develop an online capacity-building module on STI for 

SDGs 
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Let us know about our case: 

fill the questionnaire for cities, regions, countries or 

for international partnerships 

 

Contact us: 

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-development-

goals 

 

If you want to be join our work 
 

https://priv-bx-myremote.tech.ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/,DanaInfo=.aedBhywuwiIo5,SSL+Survey_SmartSpecialisation4SDGs
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Thank you for your attention! 

 
Monika.MATUSIAK@ec.europa.eu 

 


