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Assessment of Smart Specialisation Strategies implementation and its 
impact

Webinar 3/ :  Impact of adopting Smart SpecialisationStrategies in terms 
of growth and jobs

Wallonia,
Florence HENNART
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Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3) in Wallonia : a continuous 
process – Incremental approach

2000-2010

• Progressive development of the Regional Innovation Strategy

• Marshall Plan and Marshall Plan 2.Green

• Implementing of clustering policies (business clusters and Competitiveness Poles)

2012-2013

•Peer review exercises : S3 Platform peer review  and OECD Innovation policy peer review

•Evaluation of policies, Industrial value chains analysis

2015-2019

• 2015-2019 : Marshall Plan 4.0 and Smart Specialisation Strategy : consolidation of a regional 
industrial innovation policy
• Translation into policy tools (New research and innovation Decree, Competitiveness Poles 
policy, Structural funds,...) and improvement of the policy mix
• Industrial Transition Pilot action

http://economie.wallonie.be/content/la-strat%C3%A9gie-de-sp%C3%A9cialisation-intelligente-de-la-wallonie-%C3%A9t%C3%A9-adopt%C3%A9e-par-le-gouvernement
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2018-2019 – Pilot project on industrial transition

• Peer learning on 
industrial transition

• Self-assessment of our S3 
in the light of the new 
enabling conditionalities 
criteria
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Data and analysis

• Full set of regional innovation data 
available at : https://innovationdata.be/

• The Economic and Social Council analysis 
every 2 years the scientific and innovation 
policy of the region with an "International 
Benchmark" component.

• Economic analysis and Evaluations by our 
Office for statistics and evaluation

• But lack of an efficient collective 
intelligence system dedicated to S3

https://innovationdata.be/
https://www.cesewallonie.be/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/pdf/PolePS_rapport2016-2017-complet.pdf
https://www.iweps.be/tag/economie-regionale/?post_type=publication
https://www.iweps.be/projets/?fwp_proj_categories=evaluation
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Value chain analysis

Based on Regional
Input-Output Matrix 
for Belgium

Exploring sectoral
interlinkages

But time lag in 
availability of data
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Challenges for evaluation

Limits/

complexi
ty

Multiple 
policy 
levers

Multiple 
objectives

Multiple 
stakehold

ers

Timeline / 
Long term 

goalsVarious 
sectoral 
contexts

Micro vs 
macro 
effects

Collecting 
reliable and 

relevant 
data

Evolutive 
policy

• Monitoring/evaluation at 
the level of policy
instruments +broader
regional development
strategy not at the level
of S3 as such

• Focus on inputs and 
results for beneficiaries

• Lack of investment in 
administrative capacity

• Causal effects?



18/11/2020

7

Service public de Wallonie économie emploi formation recherche 

Examples of used indicators – Cluster policy

Perimeter
• Number of cluster members, 

by type

• Employment, R&D 
employment

• Turnover

• Private financing of the cluster

Activity
• Number of projects, partners, 
budgets,…

• Collaboration contracts with 
international industrial partner

• Number of European projects

Results and impacts

• Creation of enterprises, jobs

• Patents, licenses

• New commercialized products 
/ services

Evaluation (2019)

• Econometric analysis –
differences in differences

• Impact on employment, added 
value, exports and R&D 
activities of firms
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2021-2027 : Total redesign of our S3 (process ongoing)

• Qualitative assessment of the current S3 – participative 
workshop

• New monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to be defined 
– going hand-in-hand with the definition of a clearer 
perimeter for the strategy and stronger governance 
structure

• Approach based on societal challenges => Moving to 
results and impacts (socio-economic + related to 
challenges)
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Thanks for your attention !

http://economie.wallonie.be

florence.hennart@spw.wallonie.be

http://economie.wallonie.be/

