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Test new ways to:

• Commercialize and scale-up 
interregional innovation projects 
that can create or reshape 
European value chains

• Attract private investment for 
promising innovation projects

• Explore and strengthen 
synergies between different EU 
instruments (ESI funds, the 
Investment Plan, Horizon 2020, 
COSME)

Pilot projects



New Pilot Projects

Based on current Commission priorities, four new areas are 
proposed for cooperation in the framework of the interregional 
innovation partnerships (one partnership per topic):
• COVID-19: mobilising regional capacities to accelerate innovation and rapid 

deployment of new technologies and solutions to address the COVID-19 pandemic; 
development of the medical value chain 

• Circular Economy in Health: circular business models for medical products and 
services 

• Sustainable and Digital Tourism: innovative solutions for the recovery and the 
development of tourism (including climate neutral and cultural tourism) through new 
technologies, service concepts and business models. Partnerships covering both the 
private sector (including start-ups), the public sector and public-private partnerships.

• Hydrogen technologies in carbon-intensive regions: innovative solutions based on 
hydrogen technology, which (a) respond to the specific challenges of carbon-
intensive regions; and/or (b) capitalise on the specific strengths of carbon-intensive 
regions in the creation of a European value chain for FCH



MFF - €570m (current prices)
Provisional common understanding  in trilogue on 8/12/2020
• The ERDF shall support the Interregional Innovation Investments Instrument. 
• The Interregional Innovation Investments Instrument shall support the 

commercialisation and scaling up of interregional innovation projects having 
the potential to encourage the development of European value chains.

• The Interregional Innovation Investments Instrument shall consist of the 
following two strands, supporting equally:
• Financial and advisory support for investments in interregional 

innovation projects in shared smart specialisation areas,
• Financial and advisory support, and capacity building for the 

development of value chains in less developed regions.
• Up to 2% of the resources may be dedicated to learning and evaluation 

activities, in order to capitalise on and disseminate the outcome of projects 
supported under the two strands.

Interregional innovation investments ‘I3’



Interregional innovation investments
‘I3’  Implementation

Main elements
• The Commission will implement 3I under direct management in the new

EIC and SMEs agency – EIC, SMP, Innovation Ecosystems
• The Commission shall be supported by a group of experts composed of

representatives from Member States, regional authorities and cities,
representatives of business, research and civil society bodies. The
composition of the expert group shall aim to ensure gender balance.

• The expert group shall support the Commission in defining a long-term
work programme and in preparing calls for proposals.

• The Commission shall ensure coordination and synergy with other EU
funding programmes and instruments and in particular with strand
'Interreg C' as defined in Article 3 of [Interreg Regulation].

• Third countries can participate in this instrument, in accordance with the
arrangements laid down in Article 12 of the [Horizon Europe programme].

Consultation completed



Interregional innovation investments
‘Component 5’  Focus of calls

Strand 1 - Financial and advisory support for investments in interregional
innovation projects

• Supporting partnerships to develop, connect or make complementary use of testing and
demonstration facilities to accelerate market uptake and scale up of innovation solutions in
shared smart specialisation priority areas.

• Managed through support to the development of a portfolio of projects by selected
partnerships.

Strand 2 - Financial and advisory support to the development of value chains
in less developed regions

• Increasing the capacity of regional innovation eco-systems in less developed regions to
participate in global value chains as well as the capacity to participate in partnerships with
other regions.

• Strong cohesion dimension creating linkages between less developed regions with those in
lead regions.

• Focus both on foreign direct investment-driven value chains and other emerging sectors.

+ learning activities, evaluation and capitalisation



Learn Connect Demonstrate Commercialise Scale-up

• Testing approaches to commercialise and 
scale-up interregional investment projects

• Developing bankable projects for support 
from financial instruments 

• Attracting private investments by backing 
projects that may need risk-coverage 

• Developing new value chains

Interregional Innovation 
Investments

Thematic Platforms

ERDF

Pilot Projects

Implications for the future



Thank you!


