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See:

 A renewed European Agenda for Research and Innovation - Europe's chance to shape its future 

(COM(2018) 306)

 Explanatory memoranda of proposals for HE and CPR/ERDF

ERDF-Horizon Europe synergies

Horizon Europe ERDF

• Focus on European research 

and innovation excellence

irrespective of location

• Focus on regional relevance and 

economic transformation, based on 

smart specialisation strategies

• Focus on frontier research, 

generation and exploitation of 

new knowledge and disruptive, 

market-creating innovations

• Broad innovation concept; focus on 

diffusion and exploitation of existing 

knowledge & technology to places 

that need it

• Quality-based EU wide

competition for funds, incl. 

beyond EU

• Focus of support on less favoured 

regions: solve “regional innovation 

paradox”

• Predominantly trans-national 

projects and consortia

• Predominantly “single-beneficiaries" 

or actors in the same country/region 

• Focus on developing and 

testing solutions 

• Both developing and testing solutions 

and deployment of solutions 
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COMPLEMENTARITIES ERDF – HORIZON EUROPE
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Key digital technologies

Living labs, Test-beds

Access to finance  
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Trans-national RDI
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Widening & spreading
excellence

Prep. Research Infrastructures
Eu. Research Council 
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Eu. Innovation Council Interregional 
Innovation 
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Partnerships

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

“Smart specialisation strategies shall include: 
(a) "Up-stream actions" to prepare regional R&I players to participate in Horizon 2020 …
(b) "Down-stream actions" to provide the means to exploit and diffuse R&I results, stemming from Horizon 2020 …”
(See: Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of 17 December 2013, Annex I – Common Strategic Framework)


