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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership – progress in 2021

* Belarus suspended the EaP membership in 2021
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JRC support to EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region

Capacity 
building

Targeted 
expert support

Methodologies 
and guidance

Knowledge-
based 

cooperation
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Potential for knowledge-based economic cooperation

Knowledge-
based 

cooperation

Research questions:

1. What are subsectorial specialisations of EaP countries in terms of economic critical mass,

emerging sectors and innovative activities of companies?

2. Which of these specialisations are common in the EaP region and which specific to each

country?

3. What are the areas of specialisation and excellence of EaP STI system that can be mobilised to

support knowledge-based economic transformation?

4. What is the structure of the international and national STI collaboration networks and who are

the main stakeholders?

5. Are there possible synergies/concordance between the economic, innovative, scientific and

technological specialisations of the countries?
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Methodological approach
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Data sources:
• Orbis database, Bureau van Dijk
• Industrial Statistics Database 

(INDSTAT4), UNIDO
• UN’s Comtrade database
• The World Bank Enterprise 

Survey
• The docdb database of the 

European Patent Office
• The WIPO Global Brand 

Database
• The WIPO Global Design 

Database
• Crunchbase
• The European Cluster 

Collaboration Network

Data sources:
• Scopus by Elsevier
• The Community Research and 

Development Information 
Service (CORDIS)

• The docdb database of the 
European Patent Office
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Economic, Innovation, Science and Technology Specialisations
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Science and Technology specialisations
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Typology of Science and Technology Specialisations
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
Interactive online tool
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Smart Specialisation in the Eastern Partnership Countries –
R&I collaboration patterns
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Smart Specialisation in 
the Eastern Partnership 
Countries –
Thematic R&I 
collaboration
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Soon to come:
Knowledge Hub for EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood

Region-wide analyses

Reports per economy

Guidebooks

Massive Online Open Course

IT tool: STI  cooperation network
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