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Reminder: What is Smart Specialisation ?

 focus the policy support and investments on key national/regional priorities, challenges and

needs for knowledge-based development.

 build on each country/region’s strengths, competitive advantages and potential for

excellence.

 support technological as well as practice-based innovation and aim to stimulate private

sector investment.

 get stakeholders fully involved and encourage innovation and experimentation.

 are evidence-based and include sound monitoring and evaluation systems.

National or Regional Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3) are integrated, place-based
economic transformation agendas which:



Smart Specialisation in Eastern Partnership countries 

 Joint Communication: Eastern Partnership policy beyond 2020:

Reinforcing Resilience – an Eastern Partnership that delivers for

all

 Economic and Investment Plan for the Eastern Partnership

 EU Membership applications from Ukraine, Moldova and

Georgia

 Integrated into the national policies in Ukraine, Moldova and

Georgia

 Ukraine Recovery Plan (Lugano Declaration)

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/w/smart-specialisation-in-the-
eastern-partnership-countries-potential-for-knowledge-based-
economic-cooperation



Smart Specialisation Framework for EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region 
(S3 Framework)

EaP partner countries are following Smart Specialisation Framework for EU Enlargement and 
Neighbourhood Region (S3 Framework), developed by JRC in cooperation with partner countries, 

international experts and policy directorates of European Commission



Current progress of the Smart Specialisation in the 
EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region



Data Sources for the Economic, Innovation, Science and Technology Specialisations

Economic and Innovation potential

 Employment and turnover in NACE subsectors 
(Orbis and UNIDO)

 Exports of goods and services

 World Bank Enterprise Survey – data on innovation

 WIPO Global Brands Database for Patents & 
Designs

 Venture Capital and Start-up database

 European Cluster Collaboration Platform

Scientific and Technological potential

 Scientific publications – SCOPUS

 CORDIS: EU R&I projects (FP7 and H2020) 

 DOCDB database of the European Patent Office (text mining)



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Economic potential



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Innovation potential (WB enterprise survey)



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Innovation potential (patents + trademarks)



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Innovation potential (start-ups + Venture capital)



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Innovation potential (clusters)



Azerbaijan – Summary of the Economic and Innovation mapping results



Azerbaijan – Main findings of the Scientific and Technological potential



Azerbaijan – Main actors with Scientific and Technological potential



Azerbaijan – Summary of the strengths of the Scientific and Technological potential



Comparative Scientific and Technological specialisation
domains in the Eastern Partnership Countries



Azerbaijan – Combined Economic, Innovation, Science and Technology potentials



Azerbaijan – Combined Economic, Innovation, Science and Technology potentials



Azerbaijan – Opportunities for cooperation in the EaP countries.



JRC support to EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region

Capacity 
building

Targeted 
expert support

Methodologies 
and guidance

Knowledge-
based 

cooperation



Knowledge Hub for EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region

Region-wide 
analyses

Reports per 
economy

Guidebooks
Massive Online 
Open Course

IT tool: STI  
cooperation 

network



Knowledge Hub for EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Region IT tool: STI  
cooperation 

network



Key results of Economic, Innovation, Scientific 
and Technological potential in the EaP countries



JRC, Smart Specialisation and EaP
… a long way ahead

o Continue the methodological support to EaP countries

o New perspectives for newer EU candidate countries

o Ukraine Recovery Plan (Lugano Declaration) – S3 as pillar for recovery

o Implementation of S3 and integration into National policies

o Engage with more partner countries



Thank you for your attention!

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood


