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In 2007-2013, the global resources 
assigned to R&D and innovation by EU 
Cohesion Policy at regional level 
exceed those in FP7 and CIP (86.0 Vs. 
56.9 billion Euro).

This growing spend of EU Structural 
Funds on R&D&I has been called “the 
silent revolution” (Landabaso 2010).
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The Europe 2020 flagship 
initiative “Innovation Union”, 
the new Framework 
Programme “Horizon 2020”
and the new Cohesion 
Policy Agenda for 2014-
2020, aim at furthering this 
trend by calling for more 
integration between 
instruments and funding 
priorities along the R&D&I 
value chain.
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Source: http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/s3-platform-
registered-regions - 16 Sep 2012

Established in 2011, the S³
Platform (S³P) assists Member 
States and regions to develop, 
implement and review Research 
and Innovation Strategies for 
Smart Specialisation (RIS³).

A platform concept in search 
of a network? 
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• Need to ensure vertical coordination of policies
From EU to Member States
From Member States to Regions

• Need to integrate horizontal with vertical coordination
Along the R&D&I value chain
Towards external stakeholder communities
Across the business sectors
Between the PA “silos”

• Need for policy alignment, reducing inefficiencies and 
gaps, but also preserving local specificities

• Need for capacity building at the lower “tiers” of PA



Phase I (2008Phase I (2008--2009) 2009) 
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• Expert Team
Scientific Committee (A.Bonaccorsi- coordinator, F.Beltrame, 
M.Calderini, F.Rossi, S. Trento)
DPS Staff
Support from INVITALIA

• Participants
About 100, mostly from National and Regional PA

• Focus
State of the art analysis in regional R&D&I policy
Benchmarking and recommendations

– On process improvement (goal setting, funding procedures, 
monitoring and evaluation – both “ex ante” and “ex post”)
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• Expert Team
Scientific Coordinator (A.Bonaccorsi)
Practitioners rather than academicians (A.Bairati, 
A.F.Bianchi, T.Bianchi, L.Bologni, M.De Maggio, F.Molinari)
Support from Agenzia per l’Innovazione and DPS staff

• Participants
About 250, mostly from Regional and Local PA

• Focus
Exchange of “hands-on” experiences between PA “silos”
Capacity building of civil servants
Production of administrative documents in collaboration with 
“pilot” organisations
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• Topics
Regional level technology foresight
Multi stage calls for funding and pre-commercial public 
procurement
Mapping and improvement of proposal selection processes in 
R&D&I funding calls
Construction and improvement of a grid of (ex ante) selection 
criteria
Construction and improvement of a grid of performance 
indicators for technological districts and innovation poles 
Impact evaluation models and experiences
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Policy relevance of topics Multi-stage calls for 
funding and Pre-

Commercial 
Procurement

Multi-stage calls for 
funding and Pre-

Commercial 
Procurement

Regional level 
technology foresight

Regional level 
technology foresight

Construction and 
improvement of a grid of 
ex ante selection criteria

Construction and 
improvement of a grid of 
ex ante selection criteria

Mapping and improvement 
of R&D&I proposal selection 

processes

Mapping and improvement 
of R&D&I proposal selection 

processes
Impact evaluation models 

and experiences
Impact evaluation models 

and experiences

Construction and 
improvement of a grid of 
performance indicators

Construction and 
improvement of a grid of 
performance indicators
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First published in 2009.

Initially printed in 600 copies.

Innumerable (literally /000’s) 
downloads from 
http://www.dps.tesoro.it/docu
mentazione/docs/all/DPS_Ra
pporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazio
ne.pdf

http://www.dps.tesoro.it/documentazione/docs/all/DPS_Rapporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazione.pdf
http://www.dps.tesoro.it/documentazione/docs/all/DPS_Rapporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazione.pdf
http://www.dps.tesoro.it/documentazione/docs/all/DPS_Rapporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazione.pdf
http://www.dps.tesoro.it/documentazione/docs/all/DPS_Rapporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazione.pdf
http://www.dps.tesoro.it/documentazione/docs/all/DPS_Rapporto_Ricerca_e_Innovazione.pdf
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First published in October 
2011 – report from a 
participatory evaluation event 
(“Innovation Café”) held with 
the working group members 
themselves.

No printed edition.

About 3.000 downloads from 
http://www.aginnovazione.go
v.it/wp-
content/uploads/2011/07/QI0
4CP01-
Politiche_ricerche_e_innovaz
ione_regioni.pdf

http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/QI04CP01-Politiche_ricerche_e_innovazione_regioni.pdf
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First published in December 
2011 – report from Working 
Group No. 3 on “ex ante”
selection criteria.

No printed edition.

About 3.500 downloads from 
http://www.aginnovazione.go
v.it/wp-
content/uploads/2011/10/QI0
5CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-
dei-progetti-di-ricerca-
industriale.pdf

http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI05CP02-Selezione-ex-ante-dei-progetti-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
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First published in January 
2012 – report from Working 
Group No. 2 on proposal 
selection processes.

No printed edition.

About 3.500 downloads from 
http://www.aginnovazione.go
v.it/wp-
content/uploads/2011/10/QI0
7CP03-Mappatura-e-
miglioramento-dei-processi-
di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-
ricerca-industriale.pdf

http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI07CP03-Mappatura-e-miglioramento-dei-processi-di-selezione-nei-bandi-di-ricerca-industriale.pdf
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First published in May 2012 –
joint report from Working 
Groups No. 1 and 4 on 
technology foresight and pre-
commercial procurement.

Initially printed in 440 copies.

About 2.500 downloads from 
http://www.aginnovazione.go
v.it/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/QI0
8-QI09.pdf+ pilot projects on Pre-Commercial 

Procurement in several regions

http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/QI08-QI09.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/QI08-QI09.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/QI08-QI09.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/QI08-QI09.pdf
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First published in June 2012 
– joint report from Working 
Groups No. 1 and 4 on 
technology foresight and pre-
commercial procurement.

Initially printed in 440 copies.

About 2.000 downloads from 
http://www.aginnovazione.go
v.it/wp-
content/uploads/2011/10/QI_
10-11.pdf

http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI_10-11.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI_10-11.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI_10-11.pdf
http://www.aginnovazione.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/QI_10-11.pdf
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• Expert Team
TBD

• Focus
Piloting of real-life implementations
On site, rather than centralised activities

• Possible overlaps with ongoing activities
RIS³ in individual Regions
Stakeholder integration in prioritizing decisions
Technology foresight experiments
Pre-commercial procurement experiments
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• Smart specialisation is closing the gap between 
regional research specialisation/ excellence and 
manufacturing/ service innovation (“push approach”)

The experience of “Analisi fattuale” (= evidence-based policy 
making) under PON 2007-2013 (G. Pellegrini, coordinator)
Carried out in 2008-2009 in order to identify the specialisation 
of four Convergence regions and to define the roadmap to 
move from research to manufacturing or service innovation
Neglected in the design of PON schemes
Updated in 2012 in order to manage the inability of regional 
policies to introduce any kind of specialisation in the selection 
of industrial districts (>190 projects)



““Factual AnalysisFactual Analysis””
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• The “Analisi fattuale” 2008-2009 exercise was based on a 
mix between expert and desk analysis

• The output produced
Positioning of regional research system (international excellence/ 
national visibility/ only regional)
Roadmap of transition in the life cycle “research – proof of 
concept – prototype – testing – industrial scale up –
manufacturing”
Expected time-to-market
Scale of investment
Competition and risk-assessment

To be applied on a large scale before the 
2014-2020 programming cycle



Public DemandPublic Demand
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• Smart specialisation can be declined not only from the 
research/technology perspective, but also from the 
demand perspective (“pull approach”)

Regions should identify areas of need for public demand in 
which there is also potential for innovation in the territory
Public demand may play the role of “entrepreneurial 
discovery” of regional specialisation
The DPS project has developed the administrative tools to 
manage public demand in order to obtain the Smart 
specialisation goal

– Pre commercial procurement
– Phase zero (technology foresight)
– Consultation of civil society and industrial milieu



Public incentives to R&DPublic incentives to R&D
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• Regional policies are reluctant to use public 
incentives to R&D in a selective way

• Two possible interpretations
– Lack of specialisation due to political pressures 

(constituencies)
– Purposeful use of incentives for discovery of unexploited 

opportunities

• Need for a thorough selection of proposals
– Use of R&D incentives in order to discover new opportunities 

requires serious ex post and impact evaluation
– Scope for a national initiative: unique procedure for all 

Structural Funds schemes (even those managed at 
regional level) with a certified list of experts



e-Participation as an opportunity

“How can we get tourism more sustainable and competitive?” An Electronic Town 
Meeting done in Florence, on June 30th 2011, with the involvement of about 90 people. 



Overview Overview 
of of 

PARTERREPARTERRE
pilotspilots
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(the figures stand for the 
number of participants)

More info: www.parterre-project.eu
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(2/2)(2/2)

More info: www.parterre-project.eu
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A tool for online consultations 
within spatial planning processes  

Online access to maps and 
related documents  
Full management of proposals, 
rejection and approval of 
modifications
Documented savings in both 
printing/distribution costs and 
administrative process time



Tools (2/2)Tools (2/2)
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Electronic Town Meeting
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