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I. About EUREKA - History 

• 17 July 1985 - Paris conference of ministers, 
chaired by French president François 
Mitterrand 

 

• Why? A need to bridge the technological gap 
with the USA and Japan 
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Full members Associated countries National information points International cooperation 

I. About EUREKA - Members 
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I. About EUREKA - Characteristics 

5 

Innovative 

product, 

process or 

service 

Market-

oriented 

nature 

Bottom-up 

approach 

International 

cooperation 

National funding!!! 
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II. EUREKA Instruments – a summary 
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Network projects Umbrellas Clusters Eurostars Innovest GlobalStars 

What is it? 

Flexible   
cooperation  

between EUREKA 
countries 

Thematic 
networks  
generating 

projects 

Industry led 
initiatives from 
Europe’s biggest 

companies 

Joint programme 
with EU dedicated to 

R&D SMEs  

Bridging the gap 
between  

EUREKA SMEs 
and investors 

 Actions with 
non-EUREKA 

countries 

Budget (€) 
Over 80 million 

annually 
 N/A 

Over 100 million 
annually 

1.15 billion 
Over 7 years  

130,000 
To be 

determined 

Who can participate? 

SMEs, large 
companies, 
universities, 

research institutes 

SMEs, large 
companies, 
universities, 

research institutes 

SMEs, large 
companies, 
universities, 

research institutes 

SMEs, large 
companies, 
universities, 

research institutes 

EUREKA SMEs  
To be 

determined in 
the future  

Unique selling  
point 

 Bottom-up; 
national rules with 

local support 

Expert 
coordination by 

EUREKA and 
industrial experts  

Developing 
industrial 
standards  

Bottom-up; fast time 
to market; 

high success rate  

 Coaching and 
potential  

financing from 
Venture 

Capitalists  

 Expand beyond 
Europe 

Open to non-EUREKA 
countries 

Yes, if 
self-funding 

Yes, if 
self-funding 

Yes, if 
self-funding 

Yes, if 
self-funding 

No Yes 

Our current activities Under development 
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III. EUREKA in Bulgaria - projects 
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IV. Main messages 

• A. Relationship between EUREKA and H2020 

 

• 1. In the EU innovation programmes are funded 

by 90% from national public funds and  

 10% from public international funds of which  

– 8 % coming from H2020 

– 2% from EUREKA 
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III. EUREKA INVESTMENTS  
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IV. Main messages 

• Relationship between EUREKA and H2020 

• 1. In the EU innovation programmes are funded by 90% 
from national public funds and  

 10% from public intenational funds of which  
– 8 % coming from H2020 

– 2% from EUREKA 

• 2. EUROSTARS is a partially funded by H2020 
framework programme implemented by EUREKA 
Secretariat 

• 3. Some countries lacking of pubic funds have 
financed in the past Eurostars projects with 
Regional Funds (Estonia).  
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Overview H2020 instruments 

Basic research 

Fast Track to 
Innovation 

Research & 
Innovation 

Action 

Future & Emerging 
Technologies 

Eurostars 

Commercial  
application 

bottom-up 
top-down 

ERC 
Grants 

MSCA 

Innovation 
Action 

Number of partners 

SME 
instrument 
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IV. Main messages 

B. EUREKA efficient organisation  

• EUREKA demonstrated its cpacity to build 

strong relations between member countries and 

Cies, SMEs, research institutions  

• The organisation showed the effectiveness in 

implementation of joint programmes  

 Joint: EU/ EUREKA participating  countries 

 Joint: public and pravate funding in Regional 

 and International context  
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