CHALLENGE Description Format Societal Innovation Camps

Challenge Name: Engaging members of the rural communities as innovative stakeholders in bioenergy ecosystems
GENERAL
	Theme
	Enabling Investments for decentralised renewable energy sources (RES) based on biomass. How to coordinate and support systems including multiple investments in value chain? How to engage communities to the development?
The challenge is related to the building (1) bioenergy and (2) heating and cooling ecosystems with the innovative stakeholder engagement of the quadruple helix parties (public, private, academia and members of the communities).
Mainly members of the communities can be an active part of the bioenergy value chains, bringing knowledge of their own demand, technological and non-technological needs as well as their rights and interests.
How to get the correct parties engagement, which kind on engagement (at project level, at normative, at planning level, at ERDF level decision...) 



	Challenge-owner and Organisation
	Ilari Havukainen

Regional Council of Lapland
ilari.havukainen@lapinliitto.fi


Maria del Puy Dominguez Perez 

Ente Regional de la Energía de Castilla y León (EREN)
dompermi@jcyl.es


	Contact person (if different than above)
	


Challenge-OWNER DESCRIPTION (background)
	Bioenergy is a common priority of smart specialisation for several regions across EU. Accordingly, in 2016 the smart specialisation platform on energy has supported the creation of an interregional partnership for bioenergy and smart specialisation which is currently working in four priority areas: biofuels, biomass, heating & cooling, biogas and knowledge transfer.

This bioenergy partnership is led by the regions of Lapland (FI) and Castilla y Leon (ES) and engages the participation of other 14 regions committed to being frontrunners in developing forest-based as well as non-food agriculture-based bioenergy as the basis for sustainable regional growth. In line with the EU goals, bio-energy represents about two-thirds of the renewable energy production in the European Union and is one of the main energy sources contributing to fulfil the 20% objective with renewables for 2020.

With this interregional partnership initiative, participant regions are already meeting and expect to develop common ground for cooperation through the common elaboration of steps such as mapping, pilot activities and joint investments based on decentralized renewable solutions (e.g. wood chip or biogas CHP plants) second generation biofuels, produced mainly from lignocellulose biomass, residues or waste.

During the past years, many public authorities and biomass promoters have reoriented  their approach towards engaging the rest of stakeholders (e. Tg. Consumers) and the public - members of the communities.
Experiences in different European regions show that stakeholder engagement in the early phases of the decision process may reduce conflicts and lead to more shared decisions with consensous.
Although to gain the consensus of the quadri-helix actors is difficult, the rationale of stakeholder engagement is to foster the parts to accept the outcome of a multi - dialogue and permitting process if they consider the procedure to be transparent, useful, participatory and fair.



BACKGROUND / CONTEXT of the Challenge

Regional Bioenergy partnership will help SME companies and R&D organisations to establish a better understanding about the critical factors to succeed and develop a long-term vision hand in hand European and regional policies. European industrial and technological development will be supported by identifying the technological needs of SMEs in the regions. Towards policy makers partnership offers help with understanding the needs of actors and positioning more effective policy content. Also crucial policy instruments will be mapped and challenges identified keeping the regional and national policy differences in mind.

The regions involved are committed to being frontrunners in developing forest-based as well as non-food agriculture-based bioenergy as the basis for sustainable regional growth. In line with the EU-goals and principles of circular economy, bioenergy production in regions should be based on decentralised renewable solutions (e.g. wood chip or biogas CHP plants) second generation biofuels, produced mainly from lignocellulosic biomass, residues or waste, may it be from forest or non-food agricultural origin. Decentralised solutions are crucial in sparsely populated and rural areas of EU preventing capital outflow and leakage from the community through energy consumption

New projects in the fields of RES, especially bioenergy, are needed to create more decentralised energy production and safeguard the resources of the rural communities for future development by cutting down the fossil energy sources.

The revised "Renewable Energy Directive (COM(2016) 767 final/2) proposal", promotes the local members of the communities participation in renewable energy projects.

In the partnership of the Smart Specilization Platfom on bionergy, some members have show their interest for this issue. Some experiences have been developed by partners, such as the stakeholders process engagement of the Castilla y  Leon Heating and cooling Renewable strategy, where public - citizens, enterprises and academia have particopate in the tailored process for develop a regional heating and cooling strategy.
On the communication "On the EU strategy on heating & cooling. (COM(2016) 51 final)" where developing a strategy to make heating and cooling more efficient and sustainable is a priority for the Energy Union. Consumers must be at the centre of this strategy, using sustainable heating and cooling system that can, improve air quality, increase well - being for individual citizens or member of a community and provide benefits to society as a whole.

DESCRIPTION OF MAIN ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES and OBSTACLES


	Main Issues
How to involve civil society as a stakeholder and create value through the engagement?
In which capacity civil society should be involved to development processes? 
Underlying Issues
How communities can be involved and their opinions considered?

Segmented communication with consumers, suppliers and professionals 
It can be created an open channel of opinion for EU citizens about bioenergy projects (or regulations or policies) through the S3P?

Opportunities

New market approach, new professional + academia specialization.
Project aggregations.

Development projects more efficient, effective and reliable. 

Obstacles

In Europe there are diverse real situations due to diverse climatology, urbanism and bioenergy market structure as a consequence of more or less presence of some fuels or others in the district heatings or individual boilers.
Economies of scale.
Risk-finance.
More complex project development




MAIN CHALLENGE OBJECTIVES
2 or 3 bullet point sentences describing each objective. Describe in more detail If necessary.
	Include a "Civil society assessment report " in the bioenergy and heating & cooling small-scale and medium size projects or regulations or policies
Recommendations to EU and national or regional administrations how include members of the communities in bioenergy policy development.
 


Relevant Stakeholders and stakeholder organizations 
European Comission Joint Research Centre (S3 Energy) and other Thematic smart specialization partnerships 

European regional authorities from the regions having focus on RES, bioenergy or heating and cooling in their S3 implementation
European energy agencies and intermediaries (from the regions having focus on RES, bioenergy or heating and cooling in their S3 implementation)
European Biomass Association (AEBIOM)

European Biomass Industry Association (EUBIA)

RHC Platform (ETIP RHC)

COGEN Europe (The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration

DHC+ Technology Platform

European Power Plant Suppliers Association (EPPSA) ???
European Technology Innovation Platform Bioenergy (ETIP Bioenergy)???

Kic innnoenergy

CLIMATE KIC
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CHALLENGE GROUP MEMBERS: Potential participants at the camp
	Group members suggested by Challenge-owner
The Challenge owner should suggest participants who are responsible for / relevant to following through on the results after the Camp. We strongly recommend that 2 people from the Challenge owner’s organization take part in each Workgroup.

	Name
	Email
	Position
	Organization
	Expertise

	<Challenge owner>

Lapland & Castilla y León
Experts and professionals from the lead regions (to be provided after summer)

	
	
	
	

	<Facilitator>
Hank & Paolo?
IDEA?
JRC?

	
	
	
	

	Northern Netherlands
	
	
	
	

	Östra Götaland

	
	
	
	

	Normandy
	
	
	
	

	Poliedra, Milan
	
	
	
	

	Extremadura?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Other possible group members 

	Name
	Email
	Position
	Organization
	Expertise

	European Biomass Association (AEBIOM)
	
	
	
	

	European Biomass Industry Association (EUBIA)
	
	
	
	

	RHC Platform (ETIP RHC)
	
	
	
	

	DHC+ Technology Platform
	
	
	
	

	COGEN Europe (The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration
	
	
	
	


RELEVANT INFORMATION
Links to videos, reference material (books, scientific papers, annual reports, etc.), photos, organisation website, projects related to the challenge etc. 
	


Attachments (if necessary)
· Other material relevant to understand the challenge
